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CONGO 


MINISTER NOTES SOURCES OF FINANCING OF 1982-1986 PLAN 
Brazzaville ETUMBA in French No 635, 13 Mar 82 pp 4, 5 
[Article: "The Five-Year Plan: The State's Dominant Role in Investments" ] 


[Excerpts] On 8 March the minister of finance, Comrade 
Lekoundzou Ithi-Ossetoumba, the Political Bureau member 
entrusted with the Plan and the Economy, presented the 
sources of financing of the 5-year plan and the differ- 
ent technical aspects connected with its development and 
implementation. 


The total of investments planned in the 1982-1986 plan has 
increased to 1,800,890,000,000 after the latest adjustments 
and is divided into financing by the state (781,749,000,000) 
and financing by state and semipublic enterprises 
(327,149,000,000). 


These two groups of financing will be provided by the in- 
vestors' own funds or by loan and also through financial 

capital from foreign partners, especially with respect to 
loans by semipublic enterprises, the minister of finance 

said. 


The Ministry of Finance's share in this total is close to 3.55 billion, 

which will go for the construction of general headquarters; taxes, 600 billion; 
customs, 500 million; the Congolese Sinking Fund, 600 million; the construc- 
tion of the Ministry of Finance, close to 1.5 billion; equipment for the pub- 
lic treasury, close to 50 million; as well as the Pointe-Noire customs services 
(close to 100 million), and the Brazzaville Beach construction (close to 200 
million). 


There is also a series of investments which are not planned but which are en- 
visaged apart from the plan and which concern: 


--The petroleum sector; the cost of these investments is estimated at between 
500 and 600 billion, and more if the Emerald Steam Project is carried out; 


--The industrial and commercial sector could reach close to 70 billion; 

















--The industrial and commercial sector could reach close to 70 billion; 
--The construction and public works sectors--between 80 and 100 billion; 


~-Housing investments of between 50 and 70 million for promotion of construc- 
tion of family housing. Or a total varying between 1.8 and 1.9 trillion. 


These enormous investments have been creating two orders of basic preoccupa- 
tions, the minister indicates: 


--The possibilities of financing and realizing for the state the investments 
payable by it; 


--The effects of this program of massive investments on the national economy. 
The state's participation in the basic plan is 70.51 percent. 


The state's investment capacity during the 1982-1986 plan also constitutes the 
central element of this development strategy. 'Thus, a minimum of 782 biilion 
will have to be raised for the coming 5 years in a different national and ia- 
ternational context marked by inflation," the minister further revealed. 


In national terms, during the past 5 years the economic and financial crisis 
has exacerbated social phenomena such as the rural exodus, unemployment, low 
purchasing power and the rapid rise in the cost of living. This situation 
will necessarily increase the state's operating costs. 


The economic structures and the infrastructures, which are still too weak, have 
made public finances increasingly dependent on petroleum revenues, which are 
still uncertain despite all measures taken to make them more stable and more 
reliable. 


Thus, taking this situation into consideration, the financing capacity was 
evaluated with urgency and under the absolute necessity of creating the foun- 
dations for an expanded production apparatus, in order to ensure self-motivating 
and self-adjusting development. 


This financing capacity of the state is essentially equal to the balance 
between state revenues and state operating expenses. 


In fact, each year the still unstabilized evolution of state operating expenses 
on the one hand and, on the other hand, the still low volume of budgetary reve- 
nues compared to the financing budget make it necessary to adhere to a good old 
economic mathematical formula which says that gain minus expenditure equals (=) 
savings. Thus, each year the state must realize a mandatory economy--in other 
words, budgetary savings--which is adequate to finance, among other things, the 
investments to be paid by the state, and which represents 70 percent of the 
total plan. 











Evolution of State Revenues 
State resources are divided into two categories: 


1. So-called ordinary revenues; 
2. Petroleum revenues. 


Ordinary Revenues 


--Duties and domestic taxes; 
--Customs duties and taxes; 
--Revenues from property and services. 


From 1974 to 1979, ordinary revenues were higher each year than petroleum 
revenues, representing close to 50 percent of budgetary receipts realized. 


In 1982, nonpetroleum revenues represent 30 percent of budgetary estimates. 
This means that petroleum revenues represent 70 percent of budgetary estimates. 


Subject to imports and domestic production, these ordinary revenues could reach 
approximately CFA 358 billion in the next 5 years. 


Petroleum Receipts 
They have undergone a capricious evolution from 1974 to 1978. 


In fact there was a peak of 19.4 billion in 1974, a drop to 11.6 in 1975, a 
recovery to 14 billion in 1976, and a relapse to 11.8 billion in 1977, and 
finally a rise to 30 billion in 1978. 


Starting in 1980, upward evolution has been recorded which seems to be consoli- 
dating and which brings petroleum revenues to more than 50 percent of budgetary 
revenues realized. 


In 1982 estimates of petroleum revenues represent 72 percent of the operating 
budget. Evaluation of petroleum revenues for the next 5 years presents enor- 
mous difficulties because of inaccuracies or uncertainty concerning the ele- 
ments that go into calculating these revenues, including: 


--The volume of petroleum production of each year to come; 

--The evolution of the price per barrel of petroleum; 

--The cost of the dollar compared to the CFA franc, since Congolese oil is 
paid for in dollars; 

--The Congolese inflation rate, which thus will reduce financing capacity. 


Based on the hypotheses used in estimating these elements, many charts of 
petroleum revenues have been developed; the results vary from clese to 700 
billion to more than 1 trillion in current francs. 


State Expenditures 


State operating expenses are subdivided into personnel expenses (civil ser- 
vants, employees on contract), servicing of the domestic and foreign debt, 











equipment expenses, public expenses (the different expenses conaected with 
operation of public office and the state), transfers which are also a part cf 
our foreign commitments and the takeover of a certain number of domestic 
organizations and the contribution to investment. 


The greatest surge in expenses was recorded for the first time in 1974 and 
1975, but there was a drop in 1976 and then a recovery in 1977 and semistag- 
nation in 1979. 


The minister then indicated the state's preoccupations with respect to expenses: 
--The necessity of reorganizing public finances; 


--The necessity of ensuring massive investments in order to promote an opera- 
tional economic base, so as to assure self-motivating and self-adjusting 
development; 


--The necessity of reducing a certain number of pressures from various social 
phenomena (the drop in purchasing power, unemployment, the rural exodus, etc.); 


--Ensuring the rational functioning of the state apparatus inorder for it to 
improve in a decisive manner the capacity for implementing programs and devel- 
opment plans; 


--The necessity of strengthening the defense and security of the revolution 
and of the people; 


--Finally, the necessity of correctly containing current stage operating ex- 
penses in order to always preserve adequate balances for investment. 


Thus, the evolvement of expenses for 1982-1986 took into account the indicated 
preoccupations, and several hypotheses of estimation were developed. 


The principal elements determining the evolvement of the operating budget are: 


--The policy of serious recruitment to public office; 

--The measures taken with respect to increasing the standard of living for 
officials in public office; 

--The policy followed with respect to the markets; 

-~-Measures connected with decentralization, and support for this decentraliza- 
tion policy; 

--The policy followed with respect to indebtedness. 


What the evolution of state operating expenses might be during the 5-year 
period 1982-1986 is determined on the basis of these preoccujy ations. 


Estimating state receipts and expenses during this same period leads to defin- 
ing the balance intended for investment--what may be called budgetary savings. 


The estimation of this expected balance establishes several scenarios, hence 
several hypotheses, among which the so-culled objective scenario is conceived 
on the following principle: 




















--Average petroleum production must again be taken into consideration; 


--A certain, relatively positive evolution of the price per barrel of oil 
compared with world inflation mst be decided on; 


--An attempt must be made to control inflationary effects by injecting money 
from petroleum resources; this requires the establishment of a stringent 
economic policy consisting of cyclical follow-up of the economy, price con- 
trols, and the elimination of a certain number of bottlenecks in our economy. 
It must also be seen to that average local inflation is not so much lower than 
world inflation. [as published] 


Next, [there muct be] stringent control of state markets and contracts between 
public enterprises and foreign firms in order to restrict the tolerable level 
of inflation on investment. [There also must be] a stringent fiscal policy 
which limits possible exonerations and exemptions to that which is strictly 
necessary, with effective fiscal control of all economic agents. Public 
expenditures must also be made toincrease at a rate of domestic inflation 
lower than the rate of external inflation. 


This increase includes the effects of administrative decentralization and 
the additional resources to be put at the administration's disposal in order 
to realize the objectives of the plan. 


All these parameters thus combined make the balance on investment vary 
between Fr 250 and 600 billion during the 5-year period. This represents 

the state's self-financing capacity. The state's share should be Fr 1.8 
trillion of investment, but estimates show that between 1982 and 1986 the 
actual self-financing capacity is limited to between 250 and 600 billion; thus 
there is a financing deficit that will have to be made up with loans. 


Foreign Loans 


Foreign loans, foreign aid and, in the case of the semipublic enterprises, 
capital from foreign partners, negotiation of the public debt which was almost 
completed in 1980, on the one hand, and the improvement of the public treasury, 
on the other hand, made it possible starting in the second half of 1980, to 
honor the due dates of the public debt. This condition of solvency, as well 
as the predictable increase in oil production and hence in petroleum revenues, 
very quickly restored our state's credibility with financial institutions. 
today the Congo benefits from formidable ease of access to domestic and foreign 
credits. While that makes it possible to have immediate resources at our dis- 
posal, initially enlarging the sum for investment, it then weighs very heavily 
on the operating budget by reducing the sum for investment in subsequent years. 


Civen that the investments made have not yet generated resources for meeting 
the loans which financed these investments, the result will be a certain 
amount of difficulty in servicing the debt eacn year. The burden of debt re- 
payment will thus increase between 1986 and 1991, owing to loans contracted 
between 1981 and 1986; moreover, it will be advisable to slow the growth rate 
of public expenditures between 1986 and 1991 in order to preserve the state's 
budgetary savings and investment capacity. 














Since balance is difficult to maintain, a rational loan policy must be 
observed. 


Moreover, with the economic integration of the private and semipublic sector, 
this sector's level of operation could vary directly as a function of the 
decisions and investment of foreign agents over whom the government must alert 
pressure and influence. 


1982 Installment: 173,486,000,000 


For the 1982 installment, the invectment budget is Fr 173,486,000,000, of 
which 116,432,000,000 is to be financed by the state. 


This financial commitment of the state will be implemented in the following 
manner: 


--54.1 billion of its own funds, hence drawn on budgetary savings, and the 
difference--i.e., 65.32 billion--borrowed at home and abroad. 


Of these 65 billion in loans, part can be considered as already obtained. 


In total, in order to finance the Fr 116 billion, close to 65.4 has been 
obtained today. The difference, or 51 billion, has also been partially ob- 
tained with purchaser credits concluded with several financial institutions. 
A small portion, estimated at between 30 and 40 billion in financial credits 
(i.e., new money which cannot be covered by purchaser credits, or in other 
words by the pure and simple acquisition of equipment), will remain to be 
settled. 


9380 
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CONGO 


CUBAN AMBASSADOR VISITS SITE OF DAIRY FARM 
Brazzaville ETUMBA in French No 636, 20 Mar 82 pp 4, 5 
[Article by Bertin Ossenza: "Free and Dynamic Cooperation"] 


[Excerpts] Last week, Comrade Dario Urra Torriente, 
Cuban ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to 
the Congo, visited the site reserved for the project 

to expand the PK [expansion unknown] 45 Dairy Farm in 
Odziba (approximately 100 kilometers from Brazzaville). 


The comrade ambassador was accompanied by Comrades 
Adriano 0. Quevedo, Francisco Rossel, and Rene Ndouane, 
who are, respectively, the economic adviser, the first 
secretary, and the director of the dairy farm. 


The long-term objective of this project is the rational and progressive occupa- 
tion of the zone located between the 45 kilometer "Red PK" and the village of 
Odziba. This zone presents interesting phytosanitary features for stock farm- 
ing. The Cuban party introduced a total of 288 head of cattle for stockbreed- 
ing, divided among 6 large breeds: Santa Gertrudis, Charolay, Brown Swiss, 
Cebri, Holstein, and Aihisre. The experiment consists of crossbreeding with 


a national breed "ndamas" for better milk production and improvement of meat 
raising. 


Concretely, Cuban experts who specialize in drilling operations are on site in 
the field. A well 75 meters deep has been dug approximately 8 kilometers from 
Odizba for a 2l-meter head of water. The water is propelled from the well at 
a speed of 8 liters per second, thanks to a motor of Cuban design. Actually, 
this is a zone which lacks rivers but which has enormous geographic advantages 
for stock farming. 


As far as health is concerned, there are some 20 Cuban doctors and technicians 
in surgery, gynecology, pediatrics, etc., working in Nkayi and Gamboma today. 


In connection with construction, 1979 saw a Sandino-type prefabricated-unit 
plant built in Mpila. To this should be added the opening in 1980 of three 
model buildings in Moukondo--the fruit of Congolese-Cuban cooperation. 


With respect to education, five Cuban experts are working in organizations 

such as the elimination of illiteracy, INRAP [expansion unknown] and IDR 
{expansion unknown]. The Cuban party intends to develop this cultural coopera- 
tion by granting intermediate and advanced scholarships to young Congolese in 
the most varied fields. 


9380 7 
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ETHIOPIA 


BRIEFS 


OAU ON SOWETO ANNIVERSARY--The armed struggle waged by the patriotic freedom 
fighters in South Africa is intensifying and will continue to intensify until 
the evil policy of apartheid is completely eradicated. This was stated ina 
press release by the NAU Secretariat here in Addis Ababa to mark the sixth 
anniversary of the heroic Soweto uprising. The release further noted that 
the recent bombings of fuel depots, railway lines and electric pylons and 
other infrastructural facilities inside South Africa is a clear indication 
that the patriotic war is very much alive and that the fanatic professors 

of racial supremacy are losing ground. Concerning the issue of cosmetic 
changes that are currently being proposed by the terrorist regime of Pretoria, 
the statement observed that this constitutes an insult to the South African 
patriots who are determined to achieve freedom, justice and true democracy. 
The OAU Secretariat further reaffirmed (?her full) and unwavering support 

for the struggling people of our country led by the ANC. In conclusion 

the secretariat called on all the international community to apply compre- 
hensive and mandatory sanctions against the Botha-Malan terrorist regime, 
which is continuing to defy the principles (?o0f the) UN and the OAU. 

[Text] [EA171322 Addis Ababa Radio Freedom in English to South Africa 

1930 GMT 16 Jun 82] 


CSO: 4700/1455 








MADAGASCAR 


REPORTAGE ON ARRIVAL OF NEW CHINESE MEDICAL TEAM 


Fourth Team Arrives 
Tananarive MADAGASCAR-MATIN in French 23 Apr 82 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Over the years since 1975 "Chinese" doctors have enjoyed continuous é 
success in Madagascar. In many cases this state of affairs can be explained 
by che inadequacy of our medical and paramedical personnel and Chinese ex- 
perience in medicine. It is therefore easy to understand the pleasure of 
the leaders, and no doubt also the regular visitors of the hospital centers 
of Mahitsy, of Vatomandry, and of Ambovombe, over the recent arrival at 
Antananarivo of a new "team''.of Chinese doctors. This is the fourth of its 
kind, and about 30 persons strong (34 to be exact.). They are to relieve 
their colleagues about to leave Madagascar permanently at the end of "good 
and loyal services" in the country. This comes after a well-merited few 
days' trip to Nosy Be, no doubt a way for the Malagasy to express thanks to 
these "barefoot" doctors, as they are traditionally called in China. 


Manan gareza 


Yesterday morning in his office at Ambohidahy Minister Jean Jacques Seraphin 
(Public Health) received the delegation led by His Excellency Mr Gan Yetao, 
ambassador of the Peoples Republic of China in Madagascar. There were gen- 
eralists, gynecologists, surgeons, pharmacists, acupuncture practitioners, 
anesthetists, laboratory technicians, specialists in diseases of the mouth, 
pediatricians, interpreters, etc.... The minister recognized two or three 
persons. He ex¢laimed, "No doubt they have drunk the waters of 


Manangareza...:" 


Minister Jean Jacques Seraphin gave the new arrivals a very warm welcome. He 
declined to strike a balance sheet, in the usual meaning of that term, on the 
medical cooperation between Madagascar and China. He did not do it, accord- 
ing to him, since "it is a matter of public knowledge that the work of Chinese 
doctors in Madagascar is appreciated." 


He confined himself to citing three essential points to demonstrate this suc- 
cess. 














1) ‘The enthusiasm of the patients who come in great numbers to the hospital 
consultations at Mahitsy, Ambovombe, and Vatomandry. 


2) The successes in the field of surgical operations. 
3) The relief experienced by patients treated by "acupuncture," a traditional 
medical specialty in China and up-dated to respond to current styles. 


In general, Dr Jean Jacques Seraphin did not discuss the general lines of 
everyday pathology in Madagascar. He could easily have done so since he is 

a doctor. Next 27 April this new team will go to their respective posts of 
assignment. The newly arrived persons will meet for 1 week with their pre- 
decessors remaining on the spot. They will thus easily have every opportunity 
to become familiar with the Malagasy situation. On the one hand, with their 
compatriots; and on the other, with the Malgache medical personnel. And 

later through contact with the patients themselves. 





Heart 


Yesterday Minister Jean Jacques Seraphin told them that: "Your predecessors 
have left fine memories in the hearts of the Malagasy. I am sure you will do 
the same....'' One member of the delegation told us of having learned in Peking 
of the presence in China "for reasons of health" of the CSR [Supreme Revolu- 
tionary Council] dean, Monja Jaona, leader of the Monima party. Unfortunately 
the delegation member had no news about him. It is true that China is heavily 
populated (more than 1 billion inhabitants at present!:!). At all events, 

as the saying goes, ''No news is good news." 


Carrying out Sino-Malagasy medical cooperation of this kind demonstrates the 
vitality of the relations between Peking and Antanarivo. Ambassador Gan Yetao, 
who is about to depart, had already taken leave of Minister Jean Jacques 
Seraphin. The Chinese diplomat had not anticipated that he thus once again 
would have the honor of presiding over such a demonstration of the relations 
between the two countries. Yesterday he once again repeated his farewells to 


the minister. It is true that 'Mamerina indroa manana ny antitra:" (Better 
twice than once.) 
Medical Team Installed 
Tananarive MADAGASCAR-MATIN in French 28 Apr 82 pp 1, 2 
[Excerpts ] Yesterday the fourth Chinese medical team was installed at the 


Mahitsy Hospital. They were accompanied by the chief of mission in Madagascar, 
Mr Zhan Jun Ming, and the Mahitsy team chief, Jiang Shing Zhou. Fifteen mem- 
bers strong,this new team of "barefoot doctors" was greeted with spontaneous 
enthusiasm by the hospital personnel, their Malagasy counterparts, and the 
local inhabitants. The new team, which will remain for 2 years, is composed 

of a generalist who is the Mahitsy team chief, a gynecologist, a psychiatrist, 
an anesthetist, a surgeon for diseases of the mouth, a laboratory technician, 

a pharmacist, a cook, and a chauffeur. 


10 











Yesterday one part of the fourth Chinese medical team, assigned to Vatomandry, 
officially took over their responsibilities. This group, made up of two 
surgeons, one generalist, one gynecologist, one pediatrician, a practitioner 
of acupuncture, an interpreter, and a cook, were in fact presented to the 
Vatamandry population by Mr Paul Randimbivahiny, director of health and medi- 
cal services of the Ministry of Health, and by an official representative of 
the Embassy of the Peoples Republic of China in Madagascar. The welcoming 
committee was composed of Charles Raihilahy, president of Fivondronana; 
Philippe Vaninondahy, president of Firaisana; Rakotondratsimbazafy, medical 
inspector; Willy Noelson, physician-in-chief; and Maurice Ranaivoson, physi- 
cian in residence. 


Medical Team Welcomed 


Tananarive MADAGASCAR-MATIN in French 3 Apr 82 p 2 


[Excerpts] Doctor Edmond Ribaira, director of public and social hygiene at 
the Ministry of Health, accompanied by a counselor of the Embassy of the 
Peoples Republic of China in Madagascar, by Dr Tchang, chief of the fourth 
Chinese medical team, and his deputy, Doctor Zhang, officially installed the 
members of this mission at Ambovombe and they are henceforth to work in this 
city. 


The welcoming committee was composed of Ernest Rehevera, chairman of the 
executive committee of Fivondronana d'Ambovombe; of Thomas Manajary, deputy 
from Madagascar, chairman of the people's council of Firaisana; by Dr Charles 
Randrianalijaona, chief of the provincial health services of Toliara; members 
of the medical corps of Toliara, of Fort Dauphin and of d'Ambovombe; as well 
as a few members of independent groups from the surrounding area. 


Unlike the installation of the two other groups at Mahitsy and Vatomandry, 
there was no official reception at Ambovombe, but there was a lunch at the 
Presicomex residence in honor of the new doctors. We stress the fact that 
this third group is made up of Yang, a surgeon; Hian, a pharmacist; Madame 
Siao, a pediatrician; Madame Ma, a gynecologist; Ming, a surgeon; Wan, an 
acupuncture practitioner; Qieng, a dentist; Madame Yiao, an anesthetist; He, 
the interpreter; and Tu, the chauffeur. 


Mr Ernest Rehevera, the Madagascar deputy, noted the desire of the Chinese 
doctors to treat their Malagasy brothers: "You have left your families far 
away in order to fulfill your duty of international solidarity. May your 
action further improve Sino-Malagasy friendship and the cooperation between 
the Peoples Republic of China and the Democratic Republic of Madagascar." 
lle then thanked the members of the third medical team and wished them a 
happy return to their country. ''May you be the messengers of the Malagasy 
people and express their gratitude to the Chinese people." 


1] 





Protocol Signed 
Tananarive MADAGASCAR-MATIN in French 5 May pl, 2 


[Text] Yesterday Minister of Health Jean Jacques Seraphin and Ambassador of 
the Peoples Republic of China, His Excellency Gan Yetao, signed a protocol 
agreement between the two governments concerning China's sending a medical 
mission to Madagascar. We point out that this protocol agreement concerns 
the fourth Chinese medical mission, which is already here since 20 April, 
date of entry into effect of the documents. 


In his speech Minister Jean Jacques Seraphin said Sino-Malagasy cooperation 
was dynamic and vigorous. "This is the third time,'' he explained, "that I 
have participated in the renewal of such an accord." The minister went on 
to say, ‘The new aspect of this protocol agreement is that while at first 
everything was the responsibility of the Chinese, now these reponsibilities 
are divided between the two governments. The Malagasy government is respon- 
sible for the living expenses and the return trip of the Chinese doctors, as 
well as the [word indistinct] of medicine. The two sides have given real 
meaning to the term cooperation. Otherwise, there would only have been as- 
sistance. Before ending his speech he expressed thanks to the Chinese Govern- 
ment on behalf of the Revolutionary Authority, the Malagasy People, and the 
Ministry of Health. 


His Excellency Gan Yetao, in turn, stressed the fact that, since 1975, 128 
members of the different Chinese medical missions have fulfilled their inter- 
national obligation by serving the Malagasy people. "I hope," he stated, 
"that such exchanges help the strengthening of ties between the two peoples 
and the cooperation between the two countries." 


We stress that article 2 of this agreement protocol specifies that: "The task 
of the Chinese medical missions is to carry out therapeutic activities (with 
the exception of medico-legal activities) in close collaboration with Malagasy 
medical personnel, to exchange experiences with the latter, and mutually bene- 
fit from the experience."’ South-south cooperation is no longer an empty ex- 
pression, 


9772 
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12 








MAURITIUS 


LABOR PARTY MINISTER BOOED AT MEETING IN PAMPLEMOUSSES 
Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 26 Apr 82 pp 1, 7 


[Text] Sir Rabindrah Ghurburren, minister of planning 
was booed by part of the audience yesterday at a ceremony 
to award prizes to the winners of various athletic com- 
petitions sponsored by the Pamplemousses village council. 


The ceremony was presided over by Prime Minister Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, 
who will once again stand for election in Pamplemousses/Triolet on 11 June, 
along with Sir Rabindrah Ghurburrun and M V Boodram. 


The minister of planning was making some brief remarks about steps the 
government has taken, when part of the audience started to jeer him. The 
minister continued to speak but began to talk faster. His speech ended in 
a complete uproar. 


By contrast, Sir Seewoosagur's remarks were greeted calmly. Once again he 
emphasized the achievements brought about by the Labor Party [LP] and the 
government in the social field since national independence. At the same time, 
he acknowledged that the country is currently facing several problems, the 
most keenly felt of which is unemployment. In that connection, he reminded 
the audience of the promise he made on Friday that the government would pro- 
vide unemployment benefits to those without jobs. The hardest-hit families 
will be given top priority for these benefits, he said. 


The ceremony was also notable for a statement by the president of the district 
council of Pamplemousses/Riviere du Rempart, Mr Satiadev Moutia. He said he 
was planning to resign fromhis position to run as an independent candidate 

on ll June. He said he would stand for election in the Pamplemousses/Triolet 
District. Mr Moutia was at one time slated to be the LP candidate in the 
District of Grand Baie/Poudre d'Or. 


The president of the council of ne’thern districts took the opportunity to 
announce that a Labor candidate was demanding the resignation of the head 
of that administrative unit. 


9516 
CSO: 4719/924 
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MAURITIUS 


ETHNIC BREAKDOWN OF VOTERS IN 20 DISTRICTS REPORTED 

Port Louis THE NATION in French 25 Apr 82 p 5 

[Article: "Breakdown of Voters in the 20 Electoral Districts"] 
[Text] [Voters are broken down according to ethnic identification. ] 


District .: GRNO [expansion unknown]/Port Louis West 


Sino-Mauritians 2,284 
General population 9,205 
Hindus 4,598 
Muslims 3,984 
Tamils 3,854 


District 2: Port Louis South/Port Louis Central 


Sino-Mauritians 2,339 
General population 2,896 
Hindus 3,699 
Muslims 8,968 
Tamils 1,774 


District 3: Port Louis Maritime/Port Louis East 


Sino-Mauritians 1,947 
General population 465 
Hindus 230 
Muslims 11,302 
Tamils 517 
Distret 4: Port Louis North/Montagne Longue 
Sino-Mauritians 1,830 
General Population 10,333 
liindus 10,889 
Muslims 5,989 
Tamils 2,672 
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District 5: Pamplemousses/Triolet 


Sino-Mauritians 700 
General population 6 ,466 
Hindus 17,258 
Muslims 4,255 
Tamils 2,557 


District 6: Grand'Baie/Poudre d'Or 


Sino-Mauritians 114 
General population 5,141 
Hindus 16 ,544 
Muslims 3,891 
Tamils 2,830 


District 7: Piton/Riviere du Rempart 


Sino-Mauritians 93 
General population 1,632 
Hindus 15,224 
Muslims 2,103 
Tamils 2,966 


District 8: Military District/Moka 


Sino-Mauritians 170 
General population 3,246 
Hindus 13,924 
Muslims 3,932 
Tamils 5,266 


District 9: Flacq/Bon Accueil 


Sino-Mauritians 203 
General population 4,185 
Hindus 21,043 
Muslims 2,950 
Tamils 3,029 


District 10: Montagne Blanche/GRSE [expansion unknown] 





Sino-Mauritians 169 
General population 7 4,847 
Hindus 14,416 
Muslims 4,223 
Tamils 1,746 
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District ll: 


Vieux Grand Port/Rose Belle 


Sino-Mauritians 150 
General population 4,537 
Hindus 14,854 
Muslims 2,495 
Tamils 1,869 


District 12: 


Mahebourg/Plaine Magnien 


Sino-Mauritians 324 
General population 5,544 
Hindus 11,679 
Muslims 3,045 
Tamils 2,945 


District 13: 


Riviere des Anguilles/Souillac 


Sino-Mauritians 169 
General population 3,345 
Hindus 10,585 
Muslims 4,748 


Tamils 


District 14: 


3,812 


Savanne/Riviere Noire 


Sino-Mauritians 382 
General population 9,434 
Hindus 16 ,088 
Muslims 2,530 
Tamils 2,977 


District 15: 


La Caverne/Phoenix 


Sino-Mauritians 465 
General population 5,354 
Hindus 14,883 
Muslims 9,935 
Tamils 2,580 


District 16: 


Vacoas/Floreal 


Sino-Mauritians 647 
General population . 9,129 
Hindus 12,434 
Muslims 4,358 
Tamils 3,406 


District I7: 


Curepipe/Midlands 


Sino-Mauritians 772 
General population 10 ,656 
Hindus 7,579 
Muslims 3,584 
Tamils 3,249 
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District 18: Belle Rose/Quatre Bornes 


Sino-Mauritians 935 
General population 9,429 
Hindus 9,375 
Muslims 3,274 
Tamils 3,813 


District 19: Sanley/Rose Hill 


Sino-Mauritians 1,561 
General population 9,555 
Hindus 7,234 
Muslims 7,754 
Tamils 3,966 


District 20: Beau Bassin/Pointe Riviere 


Sino-Mauritians 1,906 

General population 15,851 

Hindus 9 ,040 

Muslims 3,108 

Tamils 5,137 
9516 
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MAURITIUS 


PROCEDURES FOR PROXY VOTES EXPLAINED 
Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 15 Apr 82 pp 1, 7 


[Text] About 11,000 people will vote by proxy in the 11 June elections. These 
will include civil service employees, members of the police, and diplomatic 
service officials abroad. 


It is estimated that some 6,000 civil service employees will be working in 
voting stations in Mauritius and Rodriguez, and about 4,000 police will be on 
duty on election day. Only about 1,000 diplomatic service officials will be 
abroad at the time with their families. 


We should point out that the 1958 law, "The Representation of the People 
Ordinance,'' does not mention proxy voting. In 1968, the parliament amended 
this ordinance to permit policemen on duty on election day as well as elec- 
tion candidates to vote by proxy. 





However, in December 1976, a further amendment eliminated the right of candi- 
dates to vote by proxy. At the same time, this benefit was granted to repre- 
sentatives of the diplomatic corps and embassy employees and their families. 


This same amendment also authorized proxy voting for Rodriguez voters working 
for the civil service in Mauritius, and for Mauritian voters registered in any 
Mauritius district but working for the civil service in Rodriguez. 


Electoral commission sources said it is clear that Mauritians working abroad 
on contract or traveling and who do not qualify under any of the cited cate- 
gories cannot vote in the general election. This is regarded by some as a 
deficiency, especially at a time when a large number of Mauritians are em- 
ployed abroad. The idea of using Mauritian embassies as voting stations in 
some countries where there is a significant number of Mauritian citizens does 
not seem to have enough support within the government. Also, those involved 
believe that giving the proxy vote to the thousands of Mauritians abroad 
would cause some problems. 


A person voting by proxy must fill out a firm authorizing an individual to 

vote in his place. The latter must be more than 21 years old and be a citizen 
of a Commonwealth country. Also, two persons voting by proxy cannot designate 
the same and one person to represent them in the voting. The person designated 
under the proxy must have agreed to do so in advance. 
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In the past, persons voting by proxy have mentioned having difficulty in filling 
out the prescribed form. 


Changes are being made in the form to make this easier. Mr D. Ramsewak is in 
charge of this task. The new version of the form will, however, have to be 
approved by the cabinet before it is finally accepted. 


A "proxy unit" will be established in the next few days. It will probably be 
located on the ground floor of the social security building in Port-Louis. 
Persons voting by proxy will be required to fill out the appropriate forms 
at least 7 days before the election in order to designate their proxy voter 
for the 11 June election. 


9920 
CSO: 4719/946 
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MAURITIUS 


BRIEFS 


UJM PROTEST--Guy Ollivry, head of the Mauritian Democratic Union (UDM), is 
appealing the decision of the Electoral Supervisory Commission (ESC) rejecting 
his party's registration. A petition was lodged in the Supreme Court Friday 
afternoon. Mr Ollivry maintains that the electoral commission's decision was 
unconstitutional. In a sworn statement, Mr Ollivry alleged that on 19 April 
he had submitted an application to register his party, the UDM. On 20 April 
the ESC rejected the application as defective. The commission maintained 

that the application bore the signature of neither the party president nor the 
party secretary. Mr Ollivry contends, among other things, that there is no 
law that requires a political party to have a president or a secretary. 

[Text] [Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 25 Apr 82 p 6] 9516 
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NAMIBIA 


LILIENTHAL CALLS FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
Windhoek ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG in German 28 May 82 pp 1-2 


[Text] During yesterday's meeting of the IG [German Interest Group], Windhoek, 
board member Konrad Lilienthal appealed to the authorities: "Let us all work 
together with mutual respect and the willingness to understand each other." 

In previous remarks he indicated that concerns of the "average person" are 

often considered to be malicious criticism, personal attacks or tied to party 
politics, and are as such disqualified from serious consideration because people 
in authority then believe that, because of their public responsibility, they 
"must suddenly appear to be infallible and all-knowing." 


Because the government has no effective controls in matters concerning money 

or society (30 million of allocated monies are allegedly diverted into other 
chanels), and because there are certain conditions that are unbearable for a 
legal and orderly society, Lilienthal proposed the establishment of a political- 
ly independent constitutional court and of a superior financial council ("ac- 
counting court"). 


In the beginning of his speech Lilienthal reminded his listeners of Eric Lang's 
Statement that the firm of Roessing, e.g., pays no taxes but, on the other 
hand, pays 100 million rand in dividends abroad; that the mining industry 
(except CDM [Consolidated Diamond Mine]) has paid only 3.2 percent in income 
taxes over 6 years; that special financial favors are extended to the RSA. 

When authorities are reminded of these facts, they say nothing, but citizens 
and tax payers have the right to know how the national resources of the country 
are utilized. Because of the war and political instability the population is 
making great sacrifices in the struggle against the spiritual domination, 
nationalization, expropriation and planned economy of communism, but the ques- 
tion arises whether the mining companies are making the same sacrifices. 


The government gives the impression of intending to promote unemployment (un- 
employment rate of 20 percent); construction projects were suddenly halted 
without the simultaneous start of emergency programs to take care of an addi- 
tional 8,000 to 10,000 unemployed. Five hundred thousand guest workers, a 
number of them from countries that oppose our way of life, are employed in the 
mines of South Africa. "Why don't we get help for our 60,000 unemployed, i.e. 
12 percent of the number of quest workers?" 
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The government is dragging its feet in establishing apprenticeship positions, 
instructional programs and a unified examination system. The only officially 
approved school diploma, "standard 10,"" increases the frustrations of students 
with average or no special talent. The minimum requirements of "standard 10" 
are bordering on hypocrisy, Lilienthal said. 21 percent of all employees 
(60,000 people) are employed in public service (the largest employer). Lilien- 
thal compared this number with the corresponding 8.7 percent in the FRG where 
people are already talking of a "hydrocephalic" condition [of the government]. 


Population increase is an important factor in economy, social structure (and 
unemployment). Africa's average population increase of 2.9 percent means that 
there are annually an additional 30,000 people in SWA/Namibia--"' in addition 

to a 50-percent increase in unemployment." Birth control should be made avail- 
able not only in population centers but mobile units should bring birth control 
consultation and materials "free from house to house." Through the practice 

of ambulant treatment and preventive medicine, the work of hospitals could 

be relieved, the loss of work hours and the amount of transportation costs 
could be reduced. 


Lilienthal reminded his listeners that the struggle for maintaining Western 
democracy and free market economy is of benefit also to the mining companies. 
He had discussed the future of the mines with Sam Nujoma (in Geneva 1981). 
Nujoma had emphasized at that time that all national resour:es belong to the 
Namibian people and that he could not tolerate transferring income of any 

kind abroad. Expropriation, nationalization and planned economy are SWAPO's 
political aims. Financial assistance and foundations are not sufficient when 
the question of sacrifices on the part of the mining companies is raised. 

In spite of zero earnings and even losses, a number of private companies is 
still supporting the existing infrastructure, and is trying to create new jobs. 
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NAMIBIA 


COMMENTARY ON NEW '12TH' ETHNIC GROUP 
Windhoek ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG in German 28 May 82 p 2 
[Editorial by Hans Feddersen: "The Infant Group"] 


[Text] In the National Assembly yesterday the key word was once again "the 
12th ethnic group." This 12th ethnic group which has been discussed only 
reluctantly so far is not supposed to form its own "ethnic government" but 
its rights will instead be guaranteed by the central government directly. 


It is important to note that for this 12th group the interim constitution AG-8 
does not need to be abolished, it merely needs to be changed. The reason is 
that the 12th croup will not get a "second level government." 


Who is actually included in this 12th group? First, all those who do not want 
to be tied to any particular ethnic group, and who are not registered with an 
ethnic group. These are the "volunteers," immigrants who do not yet have an 
identity card, as well as primarily the many children of mixed marriages. 

So far, these children do not have identity cards. They come from mixed 
marriages of Herero and Damara or white and colored or black and colored (and 
many others), and they can so far not be assigned to any ethnic group. 


Why are identity cards so important? Because before the elections in 1978 

every citizen was assigned to a particular ethnic group, and because the interim 
constitution does not permit new registrations! The 12th ethnic group can thus 
for the time being be composed only of children and of the very few "lucky 

ones" who were not classified, or did not want to be classified, in 1978. 


It is interesting to note that in the past Werner Neef wanted to speak out for 
the 12th ethnic group on various occasions, that his efforts however were in 
vain. 





8889 
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NIGERIA 


FUEL SHORTAGE DESCRIBED IN NORTHERN NIGERIA 
AB181350 Lagos NAN in English 1310 GMT 18 Jun 82 
[Report by Tunde Adesida] 


[Text] [no dateline as received]--The persistent, acute shortage of petrol in 
the northern part of Nigeria is a matter for serious concern. Various groups 
such as transport companies, petrol dealers, consumers and government officials 
have failed to achieve a lasting solution to the problem. Nigerians are still 
awaiting the day when fuel will be available in abundance in filling stations 
in the area. 


Current fuel shortages are the worse in recent times. In Plateau State, 
several commercial vehicles had to be abandoned by their drivers. Asa result, 
the transportation of agricultural produce from rural to urban areas has become 
extremely difficult. And in Kano State taxi fares increased from 30 kobo to 

50 kobo per drop while about 100 tankers were reported parked outside the 
Nigerian National Petroleum Company (NNPC) premises awaiting the arrival of 
petrol. 


The Price Intelligence Agency in Maiduguri, Borno State, arrested eight petrol 
dealers for selling fuel at 6.5 naira per kerosene tin instead of N3.60. 
Notwithstanding this, roadside dealers in other parts of the state sell a 
kerosene tin of fuel for between N8 and NL5. 


Kaduna, which has a refinery, was one of the worst hit by the shortage, as 
hundreds of vehicles caused long queues at the few petrol stations, awaiting 
fuel supplies. 


Some motorists have even complained that some dealers have been known to mix 
petrol with diesel oil or kerosene and that this has affected the performance 
of their vehicles. 


The fuel shortage has been traced to inadequate supply from the NNPC refinery 
in Kaduna, coupled with irregularities in fuel loading at the various NNPC 
depots. The situation has further been aggravated by officials who allegedly 
demand gratification from tanker drivers before loading. It has also been 
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discovered that some tanker drivers never deliver fuel to legitimate dealers, 
but instead make brisk business on the road by selling to roadside dealers. 


These allegations are often denied by the parties concerned, but the shortage 
continued to bite daily. A driver, Mallam Abdulai Abu, said he was looking 
forward to the day when the scarcity would be over. He said that he now made 
a profit of N5 daily against N50 before the scarcity, and that he often had 
to sleep at the filling station. 


A meeting of representatives of the NNPC, oil marketing companies, petrol 
dealers and officials of the Plateau State Ministry of Trade and Cooperative 

was summoned by the former commissioner of police in Plateau, Olatunji Gbadebo. 
The aim of the meeting was to find a lasting solution to the incessant shortage. 


The meeting resolved among other things that the NNPC should liaise with oil 
marketing companies to ensure the smooth lifting of petroleum products from 

the fuel depots of other states. It also decided that illegal roadside 

petrol sellers should be prevented from obtaining supplies, and that the police 
should assist NNPC officials by preventing these sellers from doing business 

in the state. 


The Plateau commissioner for trade and cooperatives, Abubakar Isaudu, blames 
the shortage on lack of foresight and poor planning by the NNPC. He said that 
the authorities should have given due consideration to the increased domestic 
demand for petroleum products, instead of placing too much emphasis on exports. 


Governor Tatari Ali of Bauchi also called on law enforcement agents to deal 
ruthlessly with hoarders of petroleum products, whom he claimed were responsible 
for the fuel shortage in his state. He also said that the NNPC depot in Gombe 
should be completed as quickly as possible. 


In Gongola State, the NNPC has issued licenses to 279 dealers. ‘This measure 
is expected to faciiitate law enforcement agents in arresting illegal petrol 
dealers. 


The Kano NNPC depot has already adopted the method of liaising with other 
depots in Warri and Makurdi. 


It is hoped that these methods will work toward mitigating fuel problems in 
the northern states, if not to solve them completely. For it is indeed 
ironical that fuel shortages arise in a country that is internationally 
acclaimed as a major exporter of petroleum and the wealthiest black nation 
south of the Sahara. 
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NIGERIA 


REPORT ON OJUKWU'S RETURN 
Ojukwu Refuses Interview 
AB181730 Lagos NAN in English 1725 GMT 18 Jun 82 


[Text] Abidjan, 18 Jun (NAN)--The former Biafran leader today in Abidjan 
politely declined interviews by a correspondent of the News Agency of 
Nigeria (NAN) and a DAILY TIMES reporter, the two journalists, who were 
in the special charter flight that went to bring Mr Ojukwu home. 


Mid-air aboard the Boeing 7/727 WT 700 flight back to Nigeria, Mr Ojukwu told 
the two journalists, Mr Willie Bozimo of NAN and Mr Odafe Othintiwa of 
DAILY TIMES, that "I know you are pressmen and you want some interviews. 
Please, I want to keep things as they are for now. When the time comes, 

[ shall invite you to the interview." 


Although the former Biafran leader declined to talk to the press, his close 
associates on the plane, however, expressed their views about 
Mr Odumegwu Ojukwu. 


Mr Frederick Forsyth, who had known Ojukwu for the past 13 years, said as a 
man, he is obviously extremely happy to return home. Secondly, he believes 
that he can make a contribution to the process of national reconciliation and 
national building. 


He said that Mr Ojukwu had told him several times in the past: There is no 
bitterness, no rancour in regards to his being in self-exile. 


Commenting on what manner of man he thinks Mr Ojukwu is, Mr Forsyth said I 
like him for his moral and physical courage, secondly his high intelligence 


and thirdly a great [words indistinct]. 


When he was asked to comment on whether he thinks Mr Ojukwu would plunge 


himself into partisan politics on his return, Mr Forsyth remarked: "I do not 
think he is going into partisan politics, at least, not in the foreseeable 
future. Twelve years is a long time. For the foreseeable future, he will 
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vreet old friends, his family, travel, look and learn. He is not a fool to 
think that after 12 years, he knows everything that he would like to know. 
He will look and learn. 


Mr Frederick Forsyth, 43, as an author and journalist, arrived in Biafra then 
as a war correspondent in 1967, 


He said that he met Mr Ojukwu during the war and they became friends when 
the war ended. 


"T visited Ojukwu many times in Ivory Coast when he went into exile. For the 
past 12 years we have become good and close friends," Mr Forsyth told NAN. 


Mr Forsyth, who lives in England, said that three of Mr Ojukwu's children 
schooling in England were under his care. They are Emeka, 1/7, a boy; 
Megha, 15, a girl, and Okigbo, 11, another boy. 


Also speaking, the personal secretary of Mr Ojukwu for the past eight years, 
Mr Emmanuel Ackah, an Ivorian said first of all, Mr Ojukwu is somebody you 

can trust. He was a very strong personality which inspires respect. I want 
to add that for the past years that I had worked with him, we only communicate 
in French. I can tell you that his French is as impeccable as his English. 


"'NAN' Report 
AN181553 Lagos NAN in English 1550 GMT 18 Jun 82 


[Text] Ikeja, 18 Jun (NAN)--The fanfare and jubilation marking the arrival 
of the former Biafran leader did not only disrupt work at the Murtala 
Muhammed Airport today, but also caused a bumper-to-bumper traffic jam and 
security men had to use batons to control the surging crowd. 


The crowd which included the political adviser to the president, Dr Chuba Okadigbo, 
Mrs Stella A. Ojukwu and other top government officials and representatives of 

the five political parties, had defied the rain to accord Mr Ojukwu a befitting 
weicome. 


The former Biafran leader, who flew into Lagos in a Boeing /27 at exactly 
11.55 a.m. was almost suffocated as the excited crowd surged forward to have 
a glimpse of him or touch him, 


The excitement of Mr Ojukwu's return to Nigeria after 13 years in self-exile 
was so pronounced that the political adviser to President Shehu Shagari served 
as a security man, helping to check the crowd. 


Some of the journalists from all over the world who were in Lagos to cover the 
arrival of Mr Ojukwu including the airport correspondent of the News Agency 

of Nigeria (NAN) sustained injuries as security men were forced to charge at 
the crowd. 


Throughout his stay at the airport, Mr Ojukwu refused to speak to newsmen 
despite all provocations, 
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Papers Comment on Return 
AB191136 Lagos International Service in English 0830 GMT 19 Jun 82 
[Press review] 


[Text] The NATIONAL CONCORD and the SATELLITE comment on the return to 
Nigeria of Odumegwu Ojukwu after about 13 years in self-exile. The SATELLITE 
welcomes the statement by Mr Ojukwu on his return yesterday that he would not 
go into active politics at least for now. He said to have done otherwise 
would have amounted to playing on the intelligence of Nigerians. The 
SATELLITE, therefore, calls on those politicians who are trying to lead the 
ex-secession leader into (?this course to allow him to rest). 


The CONCORD welcomes Mr Ojukwu and says his prompt acceptance of 

President Shehu Shagari's pardon is an indication of his unequivocal allegiance 
to a united Nigeria. While rejoicing with other Nigerians on Ojukwu's eventual 
return, the paper expresses the need for a total forgiveness on both sides 

to finally close the saddest chapter of the nation's history. The CONCORD 

also notes that some people have made political overtures toward Mr Ojukwu, 

but according to the paper, whenever he decides to join the political trade, 

he should be left to his free will. 


Crowd Welcomes Ojukwu 
AB210756 Lagos NAN in English 0735 GMT 21 Jun 82 


[Text] Enugu, 20 Jun (NAN)--Police this morning fought and lost a grim battle 
to control a tumultuous crowd which beseiged the Enugu Airport to catch a 
glimpse of Emeka Ojukwu when he flew into the state capital. 


The former Biafran leader was forced to remain in his plane for 30 minutes 
before alighting as police struggled to clear the ramp of crowds which refused 
to budge. Powerful jets of water pumped from fire hoses by fire servicemen 

as well as a detachment of mounted police were all of no avail in clearing the 
crowds. 


Crowds also broke through the airport fence from the nearby bush and surged 
all over the airport tarmac, as the police commissioner, Bishop Eyitene, 
himself was forced to join the efforts at crowd contrcl. The police 
commissioner did all in his power but soon his efforts failed to prevent 
the people from surging into the airport tarmac. 


Kventually, Mr Ojukwu emerged from the Boeing 727 that brought him and the 
crowd cheered wildly. 


Observers compared the size of the welcoming crowd to the large numbers that 
turned out to receive Pope John Paul II at the same airport in February. 
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As early 





as 7 a.m. people had begun to arrive at the airport, about 12 kilo- 


meters from the center of the town, to await the arrival of the former 
Biafran leader, who eventually landed at 11.20 a.m. to a 21l-gun saiute. 


[passage 


indistinct ] 


Representatives and leaders of the Nnewi community, from which Mr Ojukwu 
hails, were all at the airport in full force. There were also huge crowds 
waiting to catch a glimpse of Ojukwu at the Government House, Enugu, where 


Governor 
to avoid 
Mercedes 
[ meaning 


Nwobodo was said to be waiting to receive him. However, probably 
further confusion, Ojukwu drove straight to Nnewi in an open-topped 
car, waving to the jubilant crowds which were chanting "enymoa enyi" 
unknown]. 


Similar chaos is expected all along his route as many persons are expected to 


struggle 


to see Ojukwu. 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


"HERALD' ON ISRAELI INVASION--The NIGERIAN HERALD writes on the 6 June invasion 
of Lebanon by Israeli forces. The paper says contrary to what Israel would 
wint the world to believe, the invasion was a long drawn-up plan directed to 
wiping out the PLO from the Middle East. The HERALD remarks that while the 
attack will in the short run put out the PLO militarily, it cannot kill the 


organization's desire 
[t expresses the hope 
prevail on them to be 
International Service 
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to continue the struggle to achieve its objectives. 
that supporters of the Israelis in the West will 
cautious in the Middle East. [Text] [AB191140 Lagos 
in English 0830 GMI 19 Jun 82] 
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SENEGAL 


CNTS SEEN AS PLAYING VANGUARD ROLE IN DEVELOPMENT 
Dakar L'UNITE AFRICAINE in French No 102, Apr 82 pp 1, 3 
[Article by Joseph Mathiam: "Long Live the Revival of Trade Unionism" ] 


(fext] On 8 April, just as International Labor Day on 1 May, the CNTS [National 
Confederation of Senegalese Workers] Congress demonstrated an obvious reality: 
the vigor of the Senegalese worker movement, unquestionably--one might almost 
say exclusively--represented, inspired, and led by our confederation. 


The CNTS, indeed, is asserting itself as the spearhead of a mature working 
class dedicated, as is its historic mission, to lead the entire nation along 
the path of progress and well-being through responsible demands and participa- 
tion. 


The revival which it now advocates is actually the fruit of long and patient 
sacrifices by its leaders and both new and old activists to make it rise 

above its contradictions and internal conflicts which more than once have 
threatened that unity which today constitutes its strength and its credibility: 
it must forge ahead while renewing its leadership and its methods. 


Thus experienced and toughened by sometimes victorious, and sometimes dis- 
appointing struggles, ever adapting itself along lines that are more demo- 
cratic, more popular each day, and in the endless struggles for human dignity 
and development, our trade union is able to modernize in keeping with the 
greatest periods of North and Sub-Saharan trade unionism. By it, and thanks to 
it, the Socialist Party remains the party of the working masses and will better 
learn of their problems and will more clearly express their aspirations. 


[In this way the CNTS is indispensable to the Socialist Party, since there is 
no socialism without an organized and aware working class! Among ourselves we 
must accept the tough and plain language of laboring men, always the language 
of facts and actual experiences. 


We, above all we militants of the Socialist Party, ought to understand and 
support the just demands of our trade union comrades who rightly aspire to be 
more closely and effectively involved in the exercise of power in firms and 
in the government. Not that the trade union should act as a political party, 
and even less so as a government. Not that companies and firms should be 
managed from the Labor Exchange; that would be ruinous for everyone. But a 
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worker presence ought to bring to business management a profitable element, 
based on realism and concreteness. Aside from the fact that the trade union 

is the most precious conquest of the working class, that is why the trade union 
is essential to modern and democratic companies. 


But responsible participation, which sums up the doctrine and charter linking 
the world of labor with the political and economic leadership of the country, 

is not without its traps when, as it can happen if one is not careful, trade 
union leaders become more skilled in flattery and drum beating than in defend- 
ing without demogoguery and excess the interests of their constituents. Poorly 
understood and poorly undertaken, it could disarm and lead to compromises. But 
carried out by responsible men worthy of workers' confidence it is fruitful and 
has good prospects for the future. Better yet, responsible participation is a 
completely modern and revolutionary doctrine which we should study deeply and 
perfect. It is so much easier and more comfortable to be opposed to everything 
and advocate pointless adventures. 


The future will no doubt confirm that the policy of revival to which the CNTS 
now commits itself is not a simple partisan propaganda slogan, but the renewed 
expression of a steadfast determination to carry out fully the role of vanguard 
in the struggle for development and the rehabilitation of our society, a strug- 
gle in which the secretary general of our party has committed the country. 
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SENEGAMB [A 


EUROPEAN DEVELOPMENT FUND GRANT TO GUM TREE PLANTATIONS 
Dakar LE SOLELL in French 3 May 82 p 3 


[Text] By a decision dated 28 April 1982 the Commission of the European 
Communities decided to grant CFA 735 million for the planting of 2,500 
hectares of gum trees in Podor Department. The operation consists of 
promoting family piantations around camping sites and villages, in blocks of 
50 to 100 hectares. According to the technique already perfected in Mbidi 
and in the Windou-Tiengoly area through Canadian financing and bilateral 
German aid, the farmers or stock breeders affected by the planting of gum 
trees are invited to merge in minimum blocs of 100 hectares. Each family 
receives a 2-5 hectare parcel where cereal crops are grown during the first 
3 years in association with the planting of gum trees. Alternating period 
of fallows and crops are planned until the gum trees are fully developed. 


When dealing with stock breeders instead of farmers, the planting of gum 
trees on smaller areas is combined not only with cereals but also with the 
making of pastures into plantations where access to grazing animals is 
forbidden. 


Production of gum arabic is planning to begin during the 4th year after 
planting with a yield of 100 grams per tree or 20 kilograms per hectare, 
which will improve steadily until the 4th year when it should reech 400 
grams per tree. When the project is in full swing total production of 250 
tons of gum arabic is expected at the rate of 100 kilograms per hectare, 
representing an annual value of CFA 1i5 million. Thanks to the association 
of food crops with the planting of gum trees, an increase in the cereal 
harvest of approximately CFA 25 million is expected. 


This project financed by the European Development Fund of the European 
Mkconomic Community is one of the components of the reafforestation and 
restoration plan of the Senegal Government, developed by the secretary of 
state for forestry. 
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SENEGAMBIA 





BELGIAN WHEAT DONATION; COOPERATION CEREMONY HELD 







Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 3 May 82 p 2 





{Text ] The government of the Kingdom of Belgium has just made a gift to our 
country of 1,500 tons of wheat. The ceremony took place last Friday in the 
SOCOPAO warehouses, in the presence of Souleymane Ndiaye and the Belgian 
ambassador to Senegal, Alain Rens. 


















In the speech he made on this occasion, Ndiaye indicated that this aid in 

the form of food has just been added to the constantly renewed show of coopera- 
tion between our two countries. He also emphasized that on the occasion of 
the meeting of the sixth Belgo-Senegalese joint commission recently held in 
our country, Belgium had decided to continue the action undertaken, especially 
in the fields of control of water, deep-sea fishing, research and education. 
Assistance in the form of food products, Ndiaye noted, has its detractors and 
it defenders. For the former, these important products contribute to changing 
our eating habits and to making our country people inveterate recipients of 
assistance. For the latter, Ndiaye stated, it is a way to redistribute food 
surpluses, since the availability of energizing foods now exceeds 10 percent 
of the population's nutritional requirements. 


For his part, Alain Rens indicated that this gesture by his country toward 
the Senegalese people is but a new illustration of the relations between our 
two countries which have always been excellent and marked, year after year, 
by increasing friendship. 
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SENEGAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


ARGENTINE HYDRAULIC EQUIPMENT--The ship "Rio Gualeguay" of the Argentine 
Shipping Lines Enterprise (ELMU) arrived Monday in the port of Dakar from 
Buenos Aires, transporting the first 400 tons of hydraulic equipment acquired 
in the Argentine Republic by Senegal, within the framework of the $15 million 
line of credit granted by the Argentine Government to Senegal. Among the 
equipment unloaded were windmills, water extraction pumps, water tanks and 
other complementary accessories. All of the equipment mentioned will be the 
object of two forthcoming shipments. The complete delivery will take place 
by the end of June. [Text] [Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 5 May 82 p 4] 9380 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


CLAIMS OF ARMS SUPPLY TO ARGENTINA EXAMINED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 27 May 82 p 5 


[Article by Patrice Claude: ''There Seems To Be No Doubt About South 
Africa's Arms Deliveries to Argentina" ] 


[Text] The news reports according to which Pretoria 
sent arms to Argentina (26 May issue of LE MONDE) 

were denied in Buenos Aires, and South African authori- 
ties refuse to comment on them. But the debate on 
Pretoria's relations with London and Buenos Aires is 
underway. 


Johannesburg--"South Africa Is Supplying Arms to Argentina" ran as a 7- 
column page one headline on Monday 24 May in the Johannesburg English- 
language daily THE STAR (26 May issue of LE MONDE). According to that 
liberal opposition paper, which did not give its sources, the shipments-- 
including zground-to-ground Skorpion missiles (the South African version 
of the Israeli Gabriel models, with a range of 42 km) and French Mirage III 
Spare parts--were made from a secluded Capetown Airport runway. The arms 
packed in enormous containers labeled "spare parts for tractors," were 
said to have been loaded aboard a DC-8 cargo plane flying the Uruguayan 
flag. As early as Monday evening Mr "Pik" Botha, South African minister 
of foreign affairs, had pointed out that Pretoria made it a principle 

not to reveal information concerning its arms sales. "Consequently," 


he added, "the government is neither confirming nor denying." 


A little earlier that aftemoon, a spokesman from the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry had stressed that in the past the United Kingdom had itself 
decreed a voluntary and unilateral embargo vis-a-vis South Africa. "We 
were driven to develop our own arms industry," the official went on, adding 
that the country had “intemational contractual obligations" in that area. 
While confirming that by revealing anything concerning the country's 
"obligations" there was no question of "jeopardizing the country's credi- 
bility," he nevertheless finished by pointing out that the South African 
Government had adopted a neutral stance in the Malvinas conflict. 








However, even if the government rejects THE STAR's unusually specific 
assertions outright, it certainly seems that in the end, in spite of that 
announcement of neutrality, the temptation to "play a trick on perfidious 
Albion" won out in Pretoria over political considerations. In Capetown 
diplomatic circles people do not in fact see what benefits South Africa 
might expect from such a deal. During the last few years the policy of 
friendship with Buenos Aires, embarked on in the 1960's by the Vorster 
government, has clearly shown its limits. 


Argentina is still not a very important economic partner for Pretoria, 
and Argentina's place in world affairs is not such that it might in any 
way imorove the situation of the apartheid regime. Of course the military 
junta, along with a certain number of other "pariah" regimes such as 
Uruguay, Paraguay, Taiwan and Israel, has gotten involved in more or less 
clandestine and more or less formal pacts of friendship and cooperation 
with Pretoria. In the name of common and solid anti-Marxism they gladly 
pass on sophisticated weapons manufacturing secrets to each other, open 
wide the doors of their military schools on a reciprocal basis to each 
other, and generously exchange information on techniques of fighting 
against subversion.* 


It definitely appears that when the Argentine General Mario Benjamin 
Menendez, today military governor of the Malvinas, was on a visit to 
Pretoria in May 1981 he obtained assurances that in the event of conflict 
South Africa would refuse British naval ships use of the very modern 
Simonstown base near Capetown. General Diaz Bessone, a former junta 
minister who visited Simonstown itself in February, managed to remind 

the South African authorities of the terms of their commitment. Respecting 
the commitment was all the easier because the British apparently did not 
ask to use those facilities, which were given up on a permanent basis 

by the Wilson government in 1975. No doubt Mr Pieter Botha's cabinet 
would have been able to leave it at that. 


For many people in South Africa the arms shipment, about which there seems 
to be hardly any doubt, is an adventuristic and dangerous policy. What 

is more, it is embarrassing for the government, involved in this affair 

at the side of the Soviet Union, its sworn and declared enemy. There is 
no possible comparison between the fact that Pretoria conveyed to the 
British information conceming the movements of two Soviet spy planes 
based in Angola and tasked with spying on the movements of the British 
fleet--as was officially announced here--and an arms delivery; nor in the 
eyes of Mrs Thatcher will they likely be considered comparable. Pretoria 
had made public commitment not to send the junta Exocet class French mis- 
siles, and furthermore, there are assurances in Paris that Pretoria does 
not have any. 

*An Argentine "specialist" in the field, Capt Alfredo Astiz--a prisoner 
of the British today (15 May issue of LE MONDE)--and his boss at the 
Escuela torture camp in Buenos Aires, Vice Adm Ruben Chamorro, were also 
the naval attache and military attache respectively at Argentina's embassy 
in Pretoria right up until the beginning of this year. 





37 








by skirting that commitment the South African Government would seem to 
have taken the risk of jeopardizing the friendly and useful relations it 
maintained up to now with British Conservatives, major providers on occa- 
siou of protective vetoes in the United Nations when [South African] white 
soldiers go and drive "Namibian terrorists" all the way to Angola. Was 

it worth sacrificing diplomatic effectiveness for Argentine friendship? 

[n European embassy offices they are suggesting it is one of three things: 
"Either the South Africans yielded to purely mercenary concerns; or they 
received assurances or even encouragement from a great power indirectly 
affected by the Malvinas; or ancestral anti-British feeling, still very 
deep-rooted among Afrikaners, overrode political wisdom." In any case, 
the venture will--there is no doubt about it--have serious repercussions 
on the country's diplomacy. 
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TOGO 


KPETIGO DISCUSSES MEDIUM, SMALL BUSINESSES IN TOGO 
Lome LA NOUVELLE MARCHE in French 4 Jun 82 p 3 
[Article by Ayitegan Apedo-Amah] 


[Text] During sessions of the first African meeting of 
heads of enterprises for organized human development 
under the auspices of UNIAPAC [International Christian 
Union of Heads of Enterprises] on 3-6 May in Lome, it 
was largely a question of promoting African small and 
medium-size businesses [PME]. 





In Togo, General Gnassingbe Eyadema's regime places 
great importance on the harmonious development of our 
PME's. A series of measures taken recently by the 13 
January Government of Man attests to our leaders' 
concern to spare no effort to enable Togolese PME's 
to play their full role in national development. 


On the occasion of one of the roundtable discussions 
which enabled the participants in this first meeting 

of UNIAPAC-Africa to see specific cases of PME develop- 
ment in a number of African countries exhibited, Togo's 
position in this area was brought up. The task of 
speaking to the delegates about Togo's PME's fell to 
RPT [Rally of the Togolese People] Central Committee 
member Kwassivi Kpetigo, minister of industry and 

state corporations. 


In his discussion, the minister of industry and state 
corporations devoted his remarks to explaining why the 
Togolese economic officials have been anxious to develop 
PME's "as a means to rapid overall development." 


He then brought out some of the results which Togo has 
achieved in this area, not forgetting to indicate what 
remains to be done and solutions which would enable the 
achievement of "more progressive results." 
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The President of the Togolese Republic, General Gnassingbe Eyadema, stressed 
Mr Kpetigo, gave specific priority to the PME's very early on. The RPT's 
program states the following: "In regard to the principle of the ‘New 
Market,' a specific effort must be made on the economic and social level 
aimed at improving the people's condition by giving them an education which 
results in employment, by reviving their spirit of initiative by helping them 
to be self-sufficient, and by providing the conditions essential to their 
complete prosperity." 


Further on, the program recognizes the value of drafting a large scale policy 
to stimulate national private initiative by promoting PME's. The desired 
goal is the emergence of national entrepreneurs who are capable of providing 
national bases for the economy. 


There can be no real development without development of the PME's; even in 
the large industrialized countries, the PME's form the basic fabric of the 
economy. 


Operation and Performance of PME's in Togo 


The second sub-theme developed during this discussion was the operation and 
performance of PME's in Togo. Here Mr Kpetigo analyzed the Togolese exper- 
ience in terms of legislation and regulations in force, operation of the 
PME's, and their results. 


In regard to Togolese legislation and organization of PME's, Mr Kpetigo felt 
that the current structure of PME's in Togo was the result of numerous 
political and administrative measures taken by regional authorities as well 
as on a purely national level. 


Within the context of the UMOA [West African Monetary Union], Mr Kpetigo 
indicated that the six states in the Union had a policy directly affecting 
small national enterprises. 


In order to support the efforts of the PME's, the Central Bank has established 
a policy called "credit selection" which obligates local banks to allocate 

at least 5 percent of their outstanding loans to financing PME's, and this has 
been in effect for around 4 years. This measure, which facilitates access to 
credit for national enterprises, has already achieved very encouraging 
results. 


Besides, this support is accompanied by other measures. During its 31 March 
1982 meeting, the board of directors of the Central Bank readjusted interest 
rates applicable within the UMOA, and decided that short or middle term 
credit or loans granted to national PME's whose total outstanding credit does 
not exceed 30 million CFA francs will receive a preferential discount rate. 


Furthermore, among long term loans, those Joans with no more than 10 years 
left granted to national PME's whose total outstanding loans do not exceed 
30 million CFA francs and which can be taken over by the Central Bank will 
also benefit from a preferential rate. 


40 








By the Central Bank's definition, national enterprises are considered to be 
enterprises owned by individuals from one of the states in the Union, or 
corporations with at least 51 percent of their stock held by UMOA nationals 
(individual or legal entities) and which are managed by UMOA nationals. 


Furthermore, a fund for interest subsidies to Togolese PME's has been 
established. 


PME's eligible to apply for interest subsidies are those whose outstanding 
bank loans are between the level above which Central Bank lending conditions 
and other banks' general conditions do not allow preferential interest rates 
to be granted, and 150 million CFA francs. 


The fund is made up of an annual contribution from the Togolese state in the 
amount of 50 million CFA francs, deducted from the share of Central Bank 
profits returned to the state. 


It must also be noted that the BOAD [West African Development Bank], another 
UMOA financial development institutions, often finances PME's through the 
CNPPME [National Center for Promotion of Small and Medium-Size Businesses]. 


On a purely national level, there have been numerous actions benefiting 
national enterprises. 


The Investment Code 


National enterprises with an investment volume of less than 50 million CFA 
francs can obtain an exemption from import duties on equipment. The exemption 
does not pertain to raw materials. 


However, national enterprises showing an investment volume of only 25 million 
CFA francs can request that the provisions of Schedule A or of common law be 
applied to them. In this way, they can benefit from exemptions from import 
duties on both raw materials and equipment. 


The SNI and Related Funds 


The SNI [National Investment Company} is a development bank par excellence. 
As such, it is responsible for financing or participating in the financing 
of projects, forming enterprises with others, and granting or guaranteeing 


loans. 


In this role, it manages: the FNI [National Investment Fund], the Togolese 
Enterprise Loan Guaranty Fund, and the Fund for Subsidizing Interest Rates 
on Loans to PME's. 


The FNL, whose objsective is to encourage Togolese enterprises to use some of 
their profits to make investments in Togo, is more flexible with regard to 
PME's. In fact, automatic deductions are made from the enterprises each 

year to constitute this fund which is not even reimbursed in part until the 
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enterprise can justify having realized its investments. Reimbursement is 
made more flexible and more favorable for PME's. 


The BID [Togolese Development Bank] and the CNCA [National Fund for 
Agricultural Credits] also finance national enterprises. 


The CNPPME, for its part, is responsible for bringing together young Togolese 
promoters to prepare proposals for the banks and to make feasibility studies. 


The Chamber of Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture of Togo provides orienta- 
tion to new national activities being formed by providing them with the 
information they need. 


The Results 


Regarding the results obtained, Mr Kpetigo states that the numerous support 
structures established by the government have enable rapid development of 
PME's in Togo, in Lome as well as in the interior of the country. In any 
case, the PME's are distributed between two centers of development: the 
Lome industrial region, and the Kara industrial region, 400 kilometers from 
the coast. 


The PME's cover primary (10 percent), secondary (35 percent), and tertiary 
(55 percent) activities. 


Today we count close to 40 PME's of greatly varying sizes, representing a 
total investment of several billion CFA francs. 


These national enterprises benefit from many advantages: The primary 
advantage is the relatively low cost of certain elements of production in 
Togo. Labor, transportation, and construction of buildings for industrial 
purposes are less expensive in Togo than in the other countries in the region. 
Togo has been able to keep the prices for these items within reasonable 


limits. 


Another advantage is the fact that qualified labor is relatively abundant in 
Togo. 


Without any modesty, we will add that the most important advantage is the 
existence of a good work ethic. We have a host of hardworking and conscien- 
tious personnel. 


However, Togolese PME's do display some weaknesses which are at the heart of 
their problems. 


Problems for Togolese PME's 


It was to these problems that Mr Kpetigo devoted the last part of his 
discussion. 


These difficulties, he stated, are found in the size of the production units 
and in their legal and economic environment. 


42 











Toy,olese companies in peneral are comparatively smaller than those in some 
other countries in the region. They are susceptible to foreign competition. 


Their managers do not always have the knowledge and the capabilities required 
to assure their survival, growth, and prosperity in the face of competition. 


The legal and economic environment within which they operate has shortcomings 
which limit the effectiveness of its role as a support structure. 


We must quickly fill this void by taking certain steps: by establishing 
CNPPME branches abroad in order to maintain continuous contact with foreign 
investors; by establishing research divisions to rapidly improve the quality 
of our products; by creating a center for foreign trade which would central- 
ize data on foreign markets and determine markets for Togolese products--this 
center would basically direct its activities toward countries in the region; 
and by creating a national "seal of approval" and launching a campaign to 
promote Togolese products. 


We cannot speak of the PME development in general without taking into con- 
sideration the current economic environment which is characterized by an 
economic crisis on a worldwide scale. 


Inflation and problems with international liquid assets, productivity, and 
production costs are imposing new constraints on the businessman. 


The art of doing your best under today's basic conditions means looking 
toward the future. 


[It means freeing yourself of the past, managing growth with growth strategies, 
and finding indications of the path to healthy growth. 


It is therefore essential today to be able to recognize an individual's 
leadership qualities in terms of managing tomorrow's institutions. 


Turmoil, says Peter Drucker, is fitful, devious, and convulsive by definition. 
But, these initial causes can be analyzed, forecasted, and taken into 
consideration. 


Technology too is entering a period of turmoil, a period of innovation and 
of rapid and basic structural upheaval. 


We must make ourselves capable of transforming rapid change into good 
opportunities for productive action which profits society, the economy, and 
the individual. 


Turmoil has its dangers. The primary one is the temptation to deny reality. 


But, turmoil is also very beneficial to those who understand, accept, and 
exploit the new realities. The leader of a certain enterprise must confront 
reality and resist the temptation of yesterday's certainties which are about to 
become tomorrow's paralyzing superstitions. From now on, he must involve him- 
self in action more than in understanding, in decisions more than analysis. 

His reaction must no longer be "how do we do it?", but rather "what do we do?". 
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ZAIRE 


INTERVIEW WITH BELGIAN PTT HEAD ON RELATIONS WITH ZAIRE 
Kinshasa ELIMA in French 20 Apr 82 pp 1, 5 


[Interview with Herman de Croo, Belgian minister of communications, posts, 
telephones and telegraph, by Essolomwa Nkoy ea Linganga; date and place not 
specified] 


[Text] A year ago, the Belgian prime minister, Wilfried 
Martens granted us a major interview on the eve of an im- 
portant trip he was to make to Zaire from 2/7 February to 
5 March 1981. 


In responding to our question on the objective of his 
trip to our country, Mr Martens told us that he had come 
to ascertain on the spot the state of and prospects for 
our relations in all areas. 


Today, it is one of his distinguished colleagues, in the 
person of Herman de Croo, who has been happy to accomo- 
date our questions. 


On the occasion of that question period, the Belgian 
minister of communications and PTT [posts, telephones 

and telegraph], who has just finished a l-week official 
visit to our country, emphasized that the fact that he is 
the first member of the new Belgian Government emerging 
from last November's general election to come to Zaire 
takes on a certain importance. 


As can be readily observed, these two statements are re- 
flections of the desire that has always driven Belgium 

to strengthen its ties with Zaire, in spite of the con- 
fusion that certain circles known for their hostility 
toward our country often attempt to create. On the 

Zairian side, this desire has been expressed once again 

in the warm and spontaneous reception that Mr De Croo 
received both at the time of his arrival in Kinshasa and 
everywhere he went during his fruitful stay in our country. 








This shows that cooperation between Zaire and Belgium 

is developing harmoniously. As the results of the visit 
of the Belgian minister of communications and PTT illu- 
strate, the climate in which this cooperation is evolving 
gives one cause to think that the serious problems of the 
economic conditions that Zaire continues to face will 

be contained. 


Owing to this desire of our two countries, which are 
steadily working in the direction of strengthening and 
improving the quality of their bilateral cooperation, and 

in view of the place Belgium occupies among Zaire's 

Western partners, it is evident that the effectiveness 

of that cooperation will continue to influence our country's 
relations with those partners in a beneficial way. That 

is all the more the case because for several years those 
Western friends have been participating in the international 
plan for the development, stabilization and rehabilitation 
of Zaire. 


So, Belgian-Zairian cooperation is doing will, as Mr De 
Croo stressed in the interview we run below--an interview 
in which he also spoke to us frankly about the present 
concerns of Belgium and of his party, the Liberal Party, 
victorious in the November 1981 elections. 


[Question] Mr Minister, you have just completed a week-long stay in Zaire? 
Could we know the purpose of your visit? 


[Answer] The purpose of my visit was twofold. 


As minister of communications, I was the guest of the Zairian state commissioner 
for transport and communications, and, at the same time, in my capacity as 
minister of PTT, I was the guest of the state commissioner for PTT. 


| will not hide from you that in addition to my twofold capacity, the fact 
that I am the first member of the new Belgian Government emerging from last 
November's general election to come to Zaire takes on a certain importance. 


[Question] You have been able to make contact with several Zairian officials. 
To that end you have had meetings with the first state commissioner, who 
granted you a formal interview, and with your counterparts for foreign affairs, 
finance, transportation and communications and PTT and the general commissioner 
for planning. Might one know your impressions after these different meetings? 
How is Belgian-Zairian cooperation doing? 


[Answer] After the different meetings with the very distinguished members of 
your government, as well as with the governor of the Bank of Zaire, I have 
some difficulty in responding to your question regarding my impressions. 











| have, In fact, been acquainted with several members of your government for a 
number of years, and I do not want to confuse my friendly feelings with the 
objectives of my mission. I have, however, an overall impression, and I 
believe that the key ideas of our way of approaching cooperation meet with a 
positive response among your officials. 


Those key ideas are the following: 

1. to work together to alter our cooperation qualitatively; 
2. to make that cooperation as tangible as possible; 

3. to aim for a maximum beneficial effect as best we can; and 
4. to reach the greatest possible number of Zairians. 


It is in this fourfold perspective, both in the area of transportation and 
the area of communications and telecommunications, that my visit has taken 
place. 


Belgian-Zairian cooperation is doing well, but, like any cooperative process, 
it needs detailed examination in a practical fashion on the part of a certain 
number of Belgian and Zairian departments. 


I am bringing back from Zaire a rich harvest of evaluations and forecasts. In 
accordance with the rules in force between our two countries, they will be 
subjected to very careful examination, to be followed, I hope, by maximum 
effect. 


[Question] After visiting the capital, you went to Lubumbashi where you were 
given the opportunity to see the facilities of the SNCZ [Zairian National Rail- 
road Company], to Matadi where you visited the national port and to Inga. 

How do you see the progress achieved by Zaire, and what, in your opinion, are 
Zaire's major needs in the area of transportation? 


[Answer] My visit to Lubumbashi was of a twofold nature. 


[ met locally with political and private officials, and I showed my concern 
regarding the SNCZ. If I understood Mr Gunst clearly, this last aspect was 
much appreciated. 


At Matadi and Inga, with which I was already familiar, my colleagues and I 
were able to inspect two keys to Zaire, its port of entry and its storehouse 
of energy. 


In the transportation area, in view of the vastness of Zaire's area and the 
requirements that efficient, economical, rapid and reliable transportation 


involve, the Zairian nation is confronted with enormous challenges. 


The challenge of the "national route" in all its complexity seems the most 
important one to me. 
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| am delighted at the new approach being taken to the issue of the electrifi- 
cation of the Matadi-Kinshasa railway line; accomplishing it, providing that 
an optimal ratio of investment to cost is found, seems possible to me. That 
would mean doing it at lowest cost. 


What seems new to me is the importance attached by Zaire to the acute problems 
of air traftic--air traffic in all its aspects, as varied as access to air- 
ports, their nighttime use, meteorology and cooperation in the area of air 
safety. 


Finally, as regards railroads, I am struck by the enormous rolling stock re- 
quirements the SNCZ has need of, and I hope that the briefs that have been 
presented to me can convince the lenders to contribute to this essential 
modernization as a matter of urgency. 


Lastly, the agonizing problem of public transportation in the big Zairian 
cities, and especially in Kinshasa, requires a pragmetic approach. In that 
connection, several representatives of the private sector went around with 
me at the request of your authorities. 


From the view point of private enterprise or of, at the least, collaboration 
between private sector and public sector, a series of ideas were analyzed. 


[Question] We know that there exist cooperation agreements between Air Zaire 
and Sabena. However, after your having met with the governor of the Bank of 

Zaire, is it possible to think that a solution has been found to the dispute 

thai exists between the two companies? 


[Answer] You know that Sabena has excess receipts in Zaire amounting to the 
equivalent of 1.2 billion Belgian francs. In view of the situation on the 
foreign exchange market, Zaire is experiencing very major problems with regard 
to transferring those sums to Belgium. 


The Zairian authorities, particularly those working with the Bank of Zaire, 
have discussed this case at length, and positive prospects emerged from an 
important meeting with the bank's governor, Citizen Sambwa. I must tell you 
that a happy outcome to this transfers issue would help us to fulfill the 
requests for air collaboration that Zaire has addressed to Belgium. In fact, 
our experts have singled out, in this area and that of Air Zaire-Sabena 
collaboration, a series of points where the parties come together. 


[Question] In the context of loans granted to Zaire since 1977, Belgium seems 
to give priority to ONATRA [National Transportation Office] and to SNCZ. 
Recognizing that this financial assistance permits Zaire to maintain the 
"national route," might one think that this aid will be extended to other 
enterprises such as RVA [Airlines Administration], which is greatly in need 

of financing for the renovation of airports in the interior? 


[Answer] I have amply responded to your fifth question by mentioning to you 
the possibilities for the electrification of the Matadi-Kinshasa line and the 
collaboration we think we will be able to extend to the Airlines Administra- 
tion. 
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[Question] Since 1976 there has been talk of the electrification of the Matadi- 
Kinshasa railway, and Belgium is said to have financed the preliminary studies. 
Considering the fact that Zaire has enormous energy resources in the Inga 

Basin at its disposal and considering the high cost of petroleum products, 

do you not think, Mr Minister, that Belgium could participate in carrying out 
this project? 


[Answer] The same goes for your sixth question, in which regard new ideas 
were examined at the time of the various meetings I was able to have, in par- 
ticular with your state commissioner for finance. Ome should, in fact, evalu- 
ate the impact of financing for electrification on the capacity of the Matadi- 
Kinshasa railroad as precisely as possible. The studies financed by Belgium 
in particular seem to have reached a state of completion that will permit a 
concrete decision to be reached. 


[Question] A few years ago, the presence of Henschel and Brossels buses in 
Zaire's big cities, particularly in Kinshasa, did Belgium proud. Might one 
suppose, after the OTCZ [Zaire Joint Transportation Office] has been shifted 
from public to private control, that the presence of representatives of the 
three Belgian firms involved in urban transportation is evidence of a desire 
on the part of Belgian interests to join with Zairians for the possible crea- 
tion of a transportation company in Kinshasa? 


[Answer] Your seventh question already received a response when I spoke about 
public transportation in Kinshasa. 


[Question] Belgium has just given 150 million Belgian francs to Zaire for the 
renovation of the PTT. In that regard, you announced the training of Zairian 
postal agents by your country. What are the other actions envisaged in the 
future? 


[Answer] About the switching center, which your eighth question addresses, I 
am happy that our governments have been able to arrange a government-to- 
government loan, which, in actual fact, more or less amounts to a gift that 
Belgium is making to Zaire. The switching center--which by the end of 1983 
will give about 20,000 telephone lines the ability to make automatic overseas 
connections, especially with Belgium--wilil put ONPTZ [Zairian National Posts 
and Telecommunications Office] in a position to record receipts in this sector 
correctly and completely. 


However, there is more. 

The state commissioner for PTT has asked us for significant cooperation as 
regards cable tracers and cable layers, so that the cable ordered by his 
departments will pay off as quickly as possible. 

As soon as the outlines of this new cooperation are conveyed to us, we will 


see to it that a definite response is made to them, with our eyes on the 
beneficial effect the cooperation is meant to have. 
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[Question] The Kingdom of Belgium has gone through a fairly prolonged govern- 
ment crisis just recently. Should the crisis be considered definitively 
resolved? 


For the second time you are a member of the Martens cabinet, even though your 
party lost a certain number of seats as a result of hte last elections. How 
is the coalition doing, and what is the position of the Liberals concerning 
regionalization, unemployment and monetary issues? 


[Answer] Well, your last two questions address themselves to the politician, 
the member of the Belgian Government. 


The government presided over by Mr Martens is clearly distinguished from 
previous governments by its concretely demonstrated will to resolve the 
Belgian economic and budgetary crisis. 


It is in this perspective that our parliament has given the government special 
powers for the duration of the current year, special powers that we are handl- 
ing with much political diplomacy; these powers are essential for sorting out 
our budget deficit, stabilizing our social security and settling a series of 
important issues in large public sector areas under my supervision: rail- 
roads, public transportation, Sabena and others. We must, in time of crisis, 
get the best possible return on public investment and the subsidies that the 
government grants. 


The present government--which came »ut of the elections in which, as you know, 
my party, the Liberal Party, emergei the winner, and in which the Christian 
Social Party experienced a sizeable electoral loss--has decided to apply self- 
discipline, so as to face up to the economic and social consequences of the 
world crisis. We feel that the state cannot and must not do everything and 
that there is no social paradise, in our country, that can come to fruition 

on an economic graveyard. 


The present Belgian Government is indeed open to beneficial cooperation between 
our two countries, I believe, from the standpoint of the four principles I 
have stated to you. 


Finally, let me say to you how much my delegation and I myself have appreciated 
the particularly warm reception we were given. We have been very gratefuly, my 
colleagues and I, for the high quality of our talks and the meetings we were 
able to have. In this time of crisis, which also affects Zaire, ties of 
solidarity between your country and mine are proving to be more solid than 

some believed. 


So everything is clear: new and happy prospects are 
opening up for Belgian-Zairian relations. 
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DOCTORS STRIKE--Kinshasa, 18 Jun (AFP)--Kinshasa's largest hospital, hit by 

a strike of doctors which was said to have resulted in the deaths of around 
100 patients from lack of treatment, was operating virtually normally today. 
The strike was still continuing, but its effects were considerabiy diminished 
by the Zaire Government's decision to bring in 40 doctors from elsewhere 

to provide a basic service. An authoritative source said that about half of 
the Mama Yemo Hospital's 160 doctors were refusing to work after hospital 
authorities disciplined some of them for demanding payment from patients for 
treatment. The government is thought to be considering the prosecution of 
the striking doctors for criminal negligence. Meanwhile the only noticeable 
sign of the strike's effects today were larger queues of patients awaiting 
treatment than normal. [Text] [AB181836 Paris AFP in English 1558 GMT 18 Jun 82] 
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